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Discussion ont Antiseptic Surgery.--Mr. PRICHARD opened the dis-
cussion by reading a paper on anitiseptic surgery, and was followed by
Drs. Marshall, Skerritt, and Stewart, and Messrs. Jennings, Moir,
Dobson, Crossman, Thomson, Tibbits, and Ewens. The President
made some concluding remark s, and 1Ir. Prichard closed the discussion.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCHI: EAST SUSSEX DISTRICT
MEETING.

A MEETING of the above District was held on Friday, Mlay 26th, at
the Castle Hotel, Hastings : J. T. PENIIALL, M.D., in the Chair.
Twenty members and two visitors were present.

Cotinmtunticationts were made by Dr. Baylis, on two Concurrent Out-
breaks of Small-pox in the AMalling District; by Dr. Penhall, on
Tracheotomy ; by Mr. Asbenfleni, on a case of United Twins, and on
a case of Epithelioma of the Biladder.

Ptaper-s promised by Mr. Hoclgson, of Brighton, oni Croup andl Diph-
theria; and by Mr. Sanger, of Alfriston, on two cases of Inguinal
Hernia in Females, an(d oni Emiietic Doses of Ipecacuanha in Hzemo-
ptysis, were dleferred on account of the unavoidable absence of their re-
spective authors.
New Jfiember.-Mr. S. A. Julius, of I-lastings, was proposed for

memberslhip of the Association, and of the South Eastern Branch.
The AText Afeetinto will l)e llei(l at Hawkhurst, in September; Dr.

HARMER to be invited to take the Chair.
Tlze Dinner took place at the Castle lIotel, sixteen being present,

with Dr. PENHALL as Chai:rman.

EAST YORK AND NORTH LINCOLN BRANCH:
ANNUAL -MEETING.

THE twentieth annual meetinga of this Branch was held at the Hull
Infirmary on Wednesday, May 31st, 1876: T. B. KEETLEY, Esq., of
Grimsby, President, in thie Chair. There were upwards of thirty
members and visitors present.

The Report of the Commzittee, which gave an outline of the wvork done
during the year, stated that there had been, as usual, twvelve sessional
meetings, which had been attended by larger numbers than during any
previous period; that the Branch had now above eighty members, and
therefore had the right of electing four members to the Council of the
Association.

The Report of the Repi-esentiatizie on the Parliamentary Committee
was received.

Nezv MemAbers.-J. H. Gibson, AI.D.; E. P. Hardv, Esq.; W. D.
James, Esq.; F. Johnson, Esq.; A. E. Kessen, Esq.; C. A. Lee,
M.D.; and J. Sherburn, Esq., all of fHull ; and Jas. E. Smith, M.D.,
of Grimsby; were elected members of the Branch.

Officers for the Year.-The following were elected. P-esident-elect:
R. H. B. Nicholson, Esq. Honorary Secretary an;d Treasurer: E.
P. Hardy, Esq. Committee: R. NI. Craven, Esq.; G. F. Elliott,
M.D.; Kelburne King, Ml.D.; T. AM. Evans, Esq.; B. Moxon, Esq.;
W. H. Sissons, Esq.; W. Stephenson.

Afedical Benevolent Fuind.-On the proposal of Mr. LoCKING,
seconded by Mr. Dtx, the sum of £2: 2 was voted to this charity as a
donation.
Half Yearly AZeeting.--It was resolveed to hold this meeting at

Grimsby.
Rep,-esentatives in the General Council--The following were elected.

T. B. Keetley, Esq., Grimsby; R. LI. Nicholson, Esq.; G. F.-Elliott,
M.D.; and K. King, AM.D., of fHull.

A/ember of Parliamentary, Bills Committee.-WN. Holder, Esq., was
elected.
Midwifery Licentce of the Royal Colleoe of Surgeons.-Mr. HOLDER

proposed the following vote of thanks to Drs. Barrnes, Farre, and
Priestley, which was seconded by Mr. PLAXTON, and carried.

" The members of the East York and North Lincoln Branch of the
British Medical Association hereby tender a hearty vote of thanks to
Drs. Barnes, Farre, and Priestley, for their honourable and self-sacri-
ficing protest against the admission of persons on the roll of the Royal
College of Surgeons, as licensed and qualified practitioners in mid-
wifery, who have not proved themselves educated for its membership
diploma. And this meeting of the Branch views with considerable
regret and alarm the first step to create diplomas of specialists, to which
this attempt leads, and which we trust their prompt action will tend to
frustrate. We also earnestly hope the Royal College of Surgeons
will, by obtaining an alteration in the wording of their charter, and by

re-electing them to their past duties, enable them to fulfil those duties
to medicine which their attainments so eminently fit them to perform."

President's Address.-The PRESIDENT read his address, in which he
passed in review the principal events of the year, in medicine, sur-
gery, and midwifery.

Pqjer. -Mr. Dix read a paper on Habitual Drunkenness--a Vice
or a Disease ? The paper was followed by a long discussion. The
other papers were postponed.
A Dinn1ter was held at the Vittoria Hotel, at which there was a large

attendance.

CORRESPONDENCE,
REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN DEGREES.

SIR,-The able letter in the JOURNAL of June 3rd, signed " One of
the Memorialists", contains so ample a reply to the objections urged by
the Medical Council to the admission to the Register of good foreign de-
grees when held byduly qualified registered practitioners, as to leave but
little additional to be said on the subject. I may, perhaps, be allowed
to point out that, amongst the qualifications mentioned in Schedule (A)
of the Medical Act, is that of " Doctor of Medicine of any Foreign or
Colonial University, practising as a Physician in the United Kingdom
before the Ist of October I858, who shall produce certificates, to the
satisfaction of the Council, of his having taken his degree of Doctor of
Medicine after regular examination" ; and that, consequently, the veri-
fication of foreign degrees is a function for which the Medical Council
cannot allege their inability. Moreover, in these days of close interna-
tional intercourse, there certainly cannot be insuperable obstacles to
the Council obtaining such authentic information, with regard to the
educational and examinational requirements of the various foreign
universities, as may enable them substantially to comply with the pro-
visions of Clause i8. It seems to me that both this clause and Clause
20 of the Medical Act, are framed primarily for the purpose of exclud-
ing from registr-ationi, as legally qualified practition2ers, persons whose
qualifications " are not such as to secure the requisite knowledge and
skill for the efficient practice of their profession". (See Clause 21).
It follows, therefore, that however cogent may be the arguments drawn
from these clauses, in objection to the provisions of Mr. Cowper-
Temple's Bill, they are inapplicable to the case of those who, like the
Memorialists, are already registered as fully qualified to practise their
profession. Surely, degrees granted after examination by foreign uni-
versities of high repute, to practitioners whose professional competence
and general culture are guaranteed by such qualifications as the fellow-
ship or membership of the London College of Physicians, are at least
as worthy of official recognition as are purely honorary degrees conferred
by British universities; but while the Medical Council decline to take
cognisance of the former, the latter (as may be seen in the case of the
Dublin degrees of Drs. Acland and Rumsey) are admitted, as a matter
of course, to the Mfedical Register.-I am, sir, yours obediently,

ANOTHER OF THE MEMORIALISTS.

SIR,-I have read with much interest the letter of your corre-
spondent "One of the Memorialists", which appeared in your JOURNAL
of the 3rd inst. As a graduate in medicine of a Continental univer-
sity, and as one who also signed the memorial, I fully endorse all that
he has said.

I am not at all surprised to hear that the Medical Council have re-
jected the prayer of the memorialists, on the grounds that " they cannot
exercise the same supervision and control over the examinations as
they do in this country, under certain sections of the Medical Act".
Now, sir, it would be interesting to know if the tlhought entered the
head of any one member of the Council, that they are doing constantly
what they now say they have not the power to do. Are they not, at
the present time, admitting to the Register, as qualifications in medi-
cine, honorary ones, granted without any examination whatever ? The
fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians of London, of Edinburgh,
and even the membership of the latter college, are purely honorary
distinctions, and these are all registrable. How do the control and
supervision apply here? The memorialists asked that, as registered
practitioners in medicine, and as graduates in medicine of Continental
universities of repute, their degrees might be recognised as an "addi-
tional testimonial to medical attainment, in the case of one already fully
licensed to pra tise" ; in other words, that the Council would do for
those who have " submitted themselves for examination to a board of
distinguished foreign confr?res", and who have succeeded in obtaining
their testarmur, the same privilege as is accorded to men who, having
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fifty pounds to spare, and having found two or three fellows to nominate
them, have become fellows of the Edinburgh College. Then, again,
much stress was laid upon the fact that " medical degrees, conferred by
some of the foreign universities of highest repute, do not authorise their
holders to practise their profession in their own country, unless they
shall also have passed subsequently, and in addition, a State examina-
tion". Now, I believe it is true that the State examination is not so
difficult as that for the university degree of M.D.; but it was originally
instituted (I quote from a letter now before me I received quite recently
from a gentleman who has, I believe, taken some trouble to verify the
truth of the statement) " for political as well as utilitarian objects, to
prevent strangers from usurping the rights of citizens, and to regulate
and equalise the practice of physic, like all other trades and professions,
in countries so much divided as the German States used to be. Be-
sides, though it might have been necessary to guard against the practice
of ignorant and irregular practitioners, when the ' Staat-examen' was
first instituted, it does not necessarily follow, and it is extremely impro-
bable, that universities should be, up to the present day, entirely devoid
of honour, and that they should continue to confer their degrees upon
men either unfit or unworthy of them."

It should also be borne in mind that, in this country, a candidate is
required to pass a State examination before he can enter lier Majesty's
service as a medical officer ; and I am not awvare that the reputation of
the nineteen corporations empowered to grant diplomas in Great Britain
suffers in any way from the State refusing to accept the testamur that
their alumni are competent to look after the health of our soldiers and
sailors. I take it for granted that, notwithstanding the " control" and
" supervision" of the Council, men obtain diplomas who are afterwvards
found wanting at the " Staat-examen", when they seek to enter the
service. Reflection may just as deservedly be cast on the examining
bodies from whom the candidates obtained their qualifications in the
first instance, as on Continental universities, whose graduates are re-
quired to pass a similar examination in their own country. Then, again,
be it remembered that, in England, a general practitioner has but very
little chance of improvinghis professional position should he have failed,
often from no fault of his own, in obtaining a degree in medicine at
the end of his student's career, at the ripe age, perhaps, of one or two
and twenty. As matters now stand, he muzst either have taken his
degree as a mere boy or not take it at all, unless he happen to be forty
years of age, and is fortunate enough to be one of the ten permitted to
graduate at St. Andrew's. Up to within the last few months, a prac-
titioner wishing to relinquish general practice and become a consultant,
became a member of the Royal College of Physicians in London, when,
by the courtesy of the profession, he was usually accorded the title of
Doctor; but, by recent changes in the regulations of the College, this
is forbidden, so that there is no course open for a man but either to set
the by-laws of his College at defiance, or to graduate abroad, and this
he often does. I believe, at the present time, there are nearly two
hundred practitioners on the roll of the London College of Physicians
who possess foreign degrees. Of these, if I remember rightly, eighteen
are fellows, fifty-hve are members, and the remainder licentiates.
There are, I imagine, but few of these who wvould have taken the
trouble to go abroad for their degree, if they could have obtained one
at home. I venture then, sir, to hope that, looking at the subject from
this point of view, you will see that the foreign graduates, practising on
qualifications obtained it this counht;, were not altogether without
justification in presenting the memorial. The general practitioner,
after having been for several years in practice, feels the want of a degree
in medicine, as a stepping-stone to future advancement; and as the
universities of his own country refuse to grant him one, he is, conse-
quently, obliged to go elsewhere to obtain the coveted honour.
May I take this opportunity of asking any foreign graduates who did

not sign the memorial, recently presented to the Medical Council, but
who would have liked to have done so, to be good enough to send me
their names ?-I remain, sir, yours obediently,

J. FREDERICK PLOMLEY, M.D.(Brussels),
L. R. C. P.Lond. and Edin., M.R. C. S.

SIR,-It may be said that there are two ways of looking at every
question. In the JOURNAL this question appears to have been seen
onily from the foreign graduate point of view, wvherein the advantages to
the foreign graduates are brought into prominent position. But what
is to be said from the British graduates' side? Are they quietly to
submit to have a number of medical practitioners, who with but little
or any extra study, and a short trip to the continent, presume to claim
the same position and to be registered just as freely as themselves? Be
it remembered that most of the British graduates have incurred in-
creased expense, often a year or two extra study, and expended much
time and brain work in order that they might legally claim the title of

M.D. in this kingdom, and be so registered. I contend that the ad-
mission of such as have hurried to the continent for two or three days
ought not to be allowed to infringe on the privileges of the British
graduate. Should there be any probability of their request being car-
ried, I do hope that the University graduates of this kingdom will
unite in sending an urgent protest against the great injustice that would
thereby be done to them. I am, yours truly,
June 1876. JUSTI1TIA.

DENTAL SURGERY.
SIR,-The attempt to bring the influence of the medical profession

to bear upon the training of dental surgeons can be of advantage only
when medical men are made fully acquainted with the scope and re-
quirements of dental surgery, an accurate knowledge of which they do
not at present possess. The existence of special journals, while they
renider great service in bringing before the dentist all that relates to his
calling, tends to remove from the eye of the general practitioner much
that he well might know, and more that it is needful that he should
know, if he would form a just opinion of the present state of dental
surgery. The absolute necessity for a long special training, in order to
acquire moderate capabilities as a practitioner, is very generally over-
looked; and the power to pass an examination in surgery and to write
a prescription is accepted as a sufficient education for the dental sur-
geon. But those whose powers constitute them efficient judges know
full well that there is little difficulty in recognising what is required in
the treatment of a case, but very great difficulty in acquiring the
power to carry it into effect. To take out a large portion of the
softened tissue from a carious tooth, and to fill up the hole with a
plastic material, require little skill ; but to know the diseased part as
fully as may be, to leave the cavity in a form capable of retaining a
long-lasting plug, and to introduce that plug; in fact, to perform the
operation up to the highest standard of excellence, without an undue
expenditure of time, exhaustive to the patient and operator, requires
great skill-a degree of skill gained only by patient training, over at
least two years, in pupils naturally not inapt. Let any one interested
visit the Dental IHospital, and watch the performance of students of
one year, then those of two years' training, and, if possible, the opera-
tions of the more skilful teachers ; lct him then try his own hand, and
all I have stated will be admitted. That which is true respecting filling
teeth, applies also to other dental operations. But the dental surgeon
will be occupied three-fourths of his time in treating carious teeth
and, if his operations be rightly performed, he will have rendered good
service, and secured the lasting gratitude of his patient. Were it
otherwise, we should find the medical practitioners using the leisure
hours of their early professional life in the performance of dental
operations. In truth, the education of the surgeon does not embrace
dental surgery. A man may be a member of the College of Surgeons
or Physicians, or of the Apothecaries' Company, and yet know nothing
of dental surgery; and it would be unreasonable, and consequently all
but impossible, to impose upon him a long and expensive training in a
speciality he is not specially destined to practise ; and, again, the
knowledge, if acquired, would be speedily lost, unless constantly prac-
tised. That which would be true in the general surgeon, applies with
equal force to the dental surgeoni, whose knowledge of genel-al surgery
fades from disuse from the time he acquired his general dliploma. For
his speciality will, if rightly practised, demand all his timne and thought.
He cannot remain an effective general surgeon, if he wvoul(i be a faith-
ful dental surgeon. He may be a legally qualified practitioner ; but,
without use, the knowledge he acquired up to the level of a pass
examination will speedily waste, and he will become morally dis-
qualified.

These facts were fully recognised twenty years ago, when the Col-
lege of Surgeons instituted its department of dental stir-gery, laid down
a curriculum to be followed by students, and, after examination,
granted a diploma of fitness to practise, under the title of Licentiate in
Dental Surgery. In this curriculum, certain subjects embraced in the
general medical education, but scarcely needful for the dentist, such
as midwifery, forensic medicine and botany, etc., wve-e left out, and
in their stead the special dental subjects were introduzecl, leavingr the
time and cost of the professional studies unaltered. The wisdom of
this course is shown in the fact, that the dental sclhool, formed to meet
the requirements of the curriculum, has from year to year increased the
number of its students, who, at the present time, nearly approach one
hundred ; and that the education meets the necessities of the dental
surgeon, is proved by its voluntary acceptance by those whose purpose
is to follow dental practice. For it must not be forgotten that the
legal powers given to the College in the dental charter are permissive
only: hence the education isl offered, not enforced. The value of the


